Cellar Rats Wine tasting – 18 August 2010

Highlands Road Rose 2008

The colour is impressive and unique; there are strawberries and other berry fruit on the nose. The second mount full is better than the first. The PH and the sweetness of the wine is out of sink, the PH does not balance the sweetness completely. There is a slight sourness on the aftertaste. The overall feeling is that it is easy drinking wine that is good value for money.

Average rating: 

14 ½
______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Highlands Road Sauvignon Blanc 2009
There was a question on the sugar content, it tastes like the sugar should be a lot higher, possibly up to a 4? – It turns out that I read the tasting notes for the 2008 Sauvignon Blanc and we tasted the 2009 vintage.
2008 Residual Sugar – 0.9g/1

2009 Residual Sugar – 1.8g/1

Please accept my apologies for that. 

It is a nice full flavoured wine with lots of fruity undertones. There are gooseberries and pea soup flavours on the nose. Good for the terroir. The wine change in the glass – when it’s first poured to a couple of moments later the nose and taste has improved – this is indicative of wine that will age well.

Questions: 

How many pickings did they do for this vintage? – Only one
Average Rating:

15 ½
______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Galleon Chardonnay 2008
Delicious and Jummy were heard. The wine is wooded on the nose. A crisp well made wine with flavours of lime and citrus coming through. This is an absolutely lovely wine. It would keep well and the flavours would smooth out over time, this wine will age well.

Average Rating:

16 ¼
______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Highlands Road Ruadh 2007

The wine has interesting flavours; it is not too long in the finish but a pleasant wine. The nose didn’t do too much for me but very nice pallet. 

The wine is schizophrenic in the mouth; there is the smoothness of the Merlot that is intercepted by the Shiraz. This is an unusual blend that has been done before but they are few and far between.

Questions:

Why did the wine maker decide to make this blend? 

Please find the wine maker’s response below:

To make a soft easier drinking red wine, blends are always the solution. I don’t believe in CS in Elgin, too clod. Pinotage isn't grown here, and Pinot Noir isn't a blending wine. That really leaves Merlot and Shiraz.

Merlot is my personal favourite red wine, as it is very soft, not much tannin and lovely light red fruits for flavour. The Shiraz from Elgin is not nearly as fruit driven as in warmer areas, but it does have a spicy/white pepper Character, typical of cool climate growing. It also has a much firmer tannin structure. Therefore the Shiraz gives the backbone and structure, whilst the Merlot softens the wine and gives it the fruit flavours, and at the same time making an overall softer, rounder wine, ready to drink now.

Average Rating: 

15 +

______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Belfield Blend 2006
This is a savoury wine that is well balanced. It has very soft tannins with good fruity flavours. There was a difference in opinion about when to drink the wine, some people felt that we are drinking it too soon while others felt that the wine is four years old already and that now is the best time to drink it.

Overall feeling was that it is a good example of an Elgin Red and a really enjoyable wine.

Average Rating:

16

______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Galleon Shiraz 2008

George gave it a thumb up – which is a very good thing. It almost goes back to the older style of Shiraz making. Some people felt that it was a tad too rich and that it is a good example of a new world Shiraz.

The original rating was 15 ½ but this got adjusted to 16 because of the price. They were very impressed that the Shiraz is cheaper than the Chardonnay as it is more cost effective to make a Shiraz than the Chardonnay and this is reflected in the price – well done.

Average Rating:

16

______________________ xxx______________________________xxx _______________________
Belfield Magnifica  2007

Cabernet Sauvignon

This is a fantastic effort – the wine is a tad too young but it is still an excellent wine. The Elgin reds are different reds from what we are use to. The wine is similar to the Galleon Chardonnay in that it is an elegant wine that will age well. Both the smell and the taste are pleasant.
Average Rating:

17 + best wine of the evening.

